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was so much in  love  as  not  to  know what  he
said.
Before long, however, a more dangerous lover,
because one of better rank, appeared in the field,
and   spoilt   Mannock's   game.   This   was Francis
Derham,  a young gentleman  of   some  means  in
the household of the Duke of Norfolk, of whom
he seems to have been a distant connection.   In
his own confession he boldly admitted that he was
in  love  with   Katharine,  and  had  promised her
marriage.   The old Duchess always had the keys
of  the   maids*   dormitory,   where   Katharine  also
slept, brought to her chamber after the doors were
locked; but means were found by the women to laugh
at locksmiths, and the most unbridled licence pre-
vailed amongst them.   Derham, with the lovers of
two  of the women, used to obtain access  almost
nightly  to   the   dormitory,  where  they  remained
feasting and rioting until two or three in the morn-
ing : and there can remain little doubt that, on
the promise of marriage, Derham practically lived
with   Katharine   as   his   wife   thus   clandestinely,
for a considerable period, whilst she was yet very
young.    Mannock, who found himself supplanted,
thereupon wrote an anonymous letter to the Duchess
and left it in her pew at chapel, saying that if her
Grace would rise again an hour after she had retired
and visit  the  gentlewomen's chamber she would
see something that would surprise her.   The old
lady, who was not free from reproach in the matter
herself,  railed  and  stormed at  the women; and
Katharine, who was deeply in love with Derham,
stole the anonymous letter from her grandmother's
room and   showed   it   to him, charging Mannock